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Unity, not Uniformity?

By Charles Ferrier
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From the Editor i

Seeking Replacement...

Dear Friends,

As we go through the transition | am acting as in-
terim editor. | thought about the topic of Unity, not Uni-
formity and what it means to me. When | think about the
disciples and their various backgrounds, while maintaining
their unity in the belief of Christ as the Messiah, | think of
how nature is not uniform, but works together in unity to
give us a picture of God. Romans 12:38 reminds us the
body has many different parts, each with a different func-
tion, but all the parts work together in unity as one body.

In my reading of the book of James, which is one of
my favorite books because of the practical application to a
Christian walk, a thought hit me: The reason our church is
not growing is because we do not have the unity necessary
to grow as a family. James 4 talks about the cause of fights
and quarrels among us, which stifles our unity. For true
unity we need to put aside our selfish motives and desires.
We need to rely on Christds
church and His believers. We are supposed to work in uni-
ty to bring others to Christ, but we are not supposed to be
uniform or the same in our relationships with God.

As we face a new year |
more unified. We need to put aside our differences and
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Check Out our Church Website

Go to http://www.alvaradosda.org/ to see what Nathan and
Lee have been up to lately. At the site you can also find back
issues of Our High Calling by clicking on archives newsletters
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We want your: Letters, sto-
ries, announcements, ads, g
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information.

If you are interested in
editing for Our High Call-
ing, please contact Aman-
da Larson or Lindsey
Gendke.
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VOLUME 8, ISSUE 1 Prayer Corner

June Weeks
By Mary Davis-Orr

June has been in the Alvarado Church since the very
beginning; in fact she is one of the 33 charter mem-
bers. She was born on July 16, 1925, in Dallas, Texas
and married a gentleman from Ohio named Maurice
Weeks. They had three children together and also 53 wonderful years.

June mainly was a stay-at-home mother until her 3 children
were grown, and then she worked at Brandoms. She also worked at Hu-
guley Assisted Living and Home Health. For 18 years she worked in Pri-
vate Homes as a Caregiver, which became a real passion for her. When
she talks about caring for others, you can see the passion in her because
her whole face lights up. Her other enjoyments in life are reading and
having visitors to talk to about Jesus and His soon coming.

Her request is for us to pray for her two sons that are not going
to church so that they will return to God before it gets too late. She also
would ask us to pray for her health and the soon coming of the Lord.
Although she has continuing health problems, June remains a real warri-
or for God and keeps on witnessing for Him. Whenever we can, each
and every one of us needs to stop in and just say Hi; she would really
enjoy that.

Free, Easy Access to EG White and SDA Commentaries

If you haven't seen the new EGW site, you need to hop over there. In
addition to having EGW works online, they also have the 7 volumes
of the SDA Bible Commentary.

AND GET THIS! You can download to your in mp3, epub, kindle,
pdf formats. And, YES THIS INCLUDES THE COMMENTARY!

Thanks to Melody D. Snow for this tip
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in the Church

This note is in response to the opinion expressed by Cindy

Leiske in the November/December issu@unfHigh Call-
ing.
Cindy's ideas on reverence in the house of

worship embrace all of our churches world -wide, not
just our church in Alvarado.

| mentioned in Sabbath School about a
Catholic priest who picked me up when | was hitch-
hiking to academy many years ago. He let me off in
front of his church on the highway and invited me in
to see the sanctuary. When we went through the door
and | looked around at the beautiful building, | turned
and he had disappeared! He was kneeling beside me
as he entered. That's reverence.

Now, of course we can't have complete si-
lence: we have music, lesson discussion, announce-
ments, children's stories, the sermon, offering collec-
tion with music, etc. which are all part of worshiping
God.

ts hard to believe t
conversation and laughter can't be saved for outside
the sanctuary. The building has been dedicated to God
and we come on Sabbath to feel His presence.

Music is always a subject of contention
when reverence is mentioned. We all enjoy string mu-
sic. David played a harp. | enjoy guitars, mandolins,
pianos, banjos and the rest, but | don't enjoy the name
of Jesuso r
jazz, rap, rhythm and beat.

Millions of angels praising God? Loud?
Yes. But they are in heaven and we are here on this
sinful earth with Satan getting his rebellious hands on
everything that has to do with our Savior.

Of course we read in the Bible of praising
with cymbals (drums?) dancing, etc., but here comes
Satan again! In Bible times they didn't do it in the
sanctuary or the synagogue, but we can ask ourselves

- o o o o o o EE o o O S S M M M M EEE EEm EEn EEm EEm M
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what our Savior would like to see and listentoin ™
our churches.

| think we all like our hymns played and
sung in a lively manner, but it is well to know where
to draw the line. Has the above-mentioned music,
rhythm and beat, along with hand -raising, clapping,
swaying, and foot -stomping been seen in our Ad-
ventist churches? You don't have to look very far.
Does Jesus approve? You decide.

We all love the Sabbath so we can come
together to worship God and associate with our
friends and listen to His Word. Jesus promised to
return. He always keeps His promises.L et 8 s
ready!

Lee Whitcomb

Thank you for the submission. | appreciate the
thoughts on reverence. | agree with the thoughts on con-
versation and other distractions. However, | disagree with
the statement that these instruments were not used in the
sanctuary or synagogue. | will give one or many examples
of where the Bible mentions the Levites as the appointed
musicians; where they use cymbals, lyres, harps and trum-
pets. chgr?ni%eas ? is oge that {:omﬁs tcc)) rll}in ..The temple
had just been complete(?. 'ﬁwe ark was placed in the tem-
ple. They were singing and praising God with instru-
ments. The glory of the Lord filled the temple with a cloud
and the priest could not minister to the people. The pas-
sage suggests these instruments were used in the sanctu-
ary or synagogue.

| love God with all my heart, but | find it difficult
to be joyful when we stifle the emotions God gave us to
prmsee plrg YVhen we play the hymns as if we are at a fu-
neral and not worshipping the almighty God. To also sug-
gest that God cannot inspire someone today with a mes-
sage is equally disappointing. You know when Fanny
Crosbydés hymns at first wer
by the devil. | am not saying the music has to be as if we
were at a rock concert, but rather are we so afraid of doing
something wrong that we are not doing something God
desires from us?

Amanda Larson
| am open to a new topic. Please send new topic sub-

missions to ourhighcallingsda@gmail.com. PA
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What Is M

— ment from others we

a | way.

Tell about a time you
really saw God work-
ing in the ministry.

Once in teaching Kin-

Deborah .Gendka.c tive in variousilsch 'deldgérfeerq Ph%ld 51609'
years, enjoys having two wonderful helpers, daughters Megan

(left) and Madilyn.

What are your ministries in the
church? | am the Kindergarten
Teacher, a Pathfinder Staff Mem-
ber, and a Deaconess.

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

l When and how did you get start-

I ed in these ministries and how

I long have you been involved? |

| started working the children divi-

| sions when | had my first child

| Madilyn. It was only natural for

| Mmeto help out. From then on | was

| hooked by the joy of teaching them

| about Jesus. So it has been around

I 15 years and | love it so much they

I just candt .WteRatht i
finders | started helping out in Ad-

I venturers once my kids got to be

I about 5 years old. | have been a

: Deaconess most of my adult life.

|

|

|

|

|

|

\

What are your biggest challenges
in these ministries, and how do
you face them without getting
discouraged? One of the biggest
challenges is finding new and ex-
citing ways to teach them. When
you are up against the things of
the world it can be hard. But
\though prayer and encourage-

who was very shy and

would hardly say any-
thing or participate. | was always so
sad to see him just sitting there. Madi-
lyn was my assistant at the time and
we always tried to find ways to encour-
age him. We prayed about it, and final-
ly one Sabbath when Madilyn was up
front leading out in one of the songs
and | was at the back of room, | looked
over and he was singing. | was jump-
ing up and down behind him and
thanking God. It was so awesome to
see him enjoying
singing for God.

How do you
stay spiritually
fi(f1 ané) s{rongmg
continue wit-
nessing in this
capacity? | have v
to practice what
I preach. If 1 en- |
courage my Kin- 4
dergarteners to :
read their lesson
and memorize
their memory
verse, | need to make sure that | do
the same. It is amazing the things |

y
Deborah Gendke:

always seem to find a

st

Withess?

]
———————-\

have learned, even from their Sab- |
bath School Lessonsl t 6 s t h g
with our Pathfinders. We encourage
them to spend at least 10 minutes
morning and night with God. But

what example am |
do it myself?
ries f

What is your gdrvice to those who
may be considering serving in a
similar capacity, or to those who
currently may be discouraged as far
as witnessing, serving in the
church, or even keeping up with a
personal devotional life? If you are
not sure that you want to serve in a
certain area, just visit the ministry a
few times. Getting involved does
wonders. And remember to pray,
pray, pray. We serve an awesome
God and through him all things are
possible.

Arrrr, Matey! Madilyn Gendke poses with
several of the kids Deborah has worked with inI

programs such as the High Seas Expedition, last
summer 8s

VBS programy

s’
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Jerrlne Seery

When Deborah told me the
newsletter wanted to know about my

ministries, | thought, 6 My mi ni stri e Sthe

are pasthistory6 Then | Fe
ry phase of life has things to do. Larry
and | are near the end of our journey.
But this may be what Deborah want-

ed.

My marriage vows 59 years
ago included ofor,
until deathdouspart.6 | car-e
ry since his stroke. He loves me dear-
ly, so even though this is a 24/7 min-
istry, it is a joy. Our youngest genera-
tion needs to see love in action, not a
bailing out when the going gets
tough. And | do appreciate our help-
ful, caring church family!

Jerrine with husband, Larry. Since his recent stroke, qyerl

What Is My Witness?

- EE o o . .-

praises and
requests.

&ch‘:h Zor%acrll
is a ministry
that | did not
choose. | play
only because
no one else has
Home ittfoe r

|
|
|
|
I
|
I
|
|

eeryAKA 0Gr andgmah aeedreydi cat ed hle r
tF1e Lord%nd herfeflow chufch members. She is known and loved for]
yefars. it kedp @ I' ey warm heart, open home, cheery organ playing, and engaging sto- 1
hoping some- ries, among other things. I

one or some . that hors the Sab
~ . nchor -
pastords wife wNow | Y TRET9T paatqnoes 5% I
. : . bath School lesson thought. Howev- |
David Preisner helps occasionally
when he is here. This new organ is a
beautiful instrument with more but-

tons than | have brains. Since | can

can one pull a story out of the hat. Tol
tell a good story, one must have a

good story. Then one usually has to
only play hymns, I try to choose . .
revamp it. It must happen in se-

something appropriate for the
c hi |l dr e n §the offeftdrye r Iqueréce
and the postlude. Any ministry needs time
with God. | have private worship
before | begin the day. Otherwise, |
would not be able to function. | read
and study at other intervals. | study
the Sabbath School lesson every
evening before bedtime with Larry.
realize it wasnbo tD0 nCOtolert orthgréjrgor.ltn\a,vsisqu%ezet h|e
out your devotional life. Now that |

piano! However, Alvarado ) o |
. . am old, | find memorization much
Church is very understanding and I

forgiving! | just had to start harder. | keep some cards in m.y.
purse to go over when | am waiting |

Speaking of music, you
know we have a new church hym-
nal. Well, some of the keys have
been changed. | remember once
that | knew the hymn and started
playing in the old key fi only to

Jerrine has made caring for Larry her primary ministry. at the doctor dlsarryd f
I collect stories. Larryandl and | are | ookind
have been in the Junior Division for return. It is our desire to help others |

Being almost home-bound
gives me extra time to pray. Prayer
changes things. On Sabbaths, you may
notice that | jot down oral prayer

\

~

many years. Juniors are a special age with our witness and bit of money. |
groupfi old enough to think and rea-  we are counting on being with Him |
son, but not quite into boyfriend - and each of you for eternity. I
girlfriend mode. Often a story brings /

7
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Ecclesiastes 1:9 says, "What
has been will be again, what has
been done will be done again; there
is nothing new under the sun."

This is most certainly the case

when it comes to division among
Godo6s pAswepdoleback at
the Jewish nation
time there were the Pharisees, Sad-
ducees, Essenes, Zealots, and oth-
ers, all of which disagreed drasti-
cally on a broad spectrum of issues.
Some areas of disagreement were
moral law, marriage, immortality

of the soul, and whether or not

there existed a spiritual world.

When you examine some of the
beliefs you might ask if these all
belonged to the same religion.

Even within the different sects,
beliefs varied from school to school
and what rabbi one was taught
under. With the division of the
Jews® nation plus
making up the core of the early
church,i t s no wonde
division. Paul wrote 1 Corinthians

3 on the issue of division in the

early church, but there is a lot that
we can learn from it when we look
at issues that arise in our churches
today.Let 6s br eak
three piece by piece and see what
we can learn about division in our
church.

1 Cor 3:1-3. Paul opens this
passage with a term of endear-
ment, "brothers." After all, are we
not all united by the blood of
Christ? Does that not make us
blood relatives? From there on he

{ells them they are worldly and not
~

do,wn

Division In The Church

s Reflections on 1 Corithi8yBagiel Larson

spiritual, and he presents them with
their own actions as evidence. He
commands them to look at their jeal-
ousy and quarreling and asks "are
you not worldly? Are you not acting
like mere men?" 1 John 2:16 tells us
"For everything in the world the
crazimgs af sinful nam the lssttobhs
eyes and the boasting of what he has
and does, comes not from the Father
but from the world." If you examine
your actions today and ask yourself
the question Paul posed to the Co-
rinthians, what would your answer
be? If you are not proud of the an-
swer, you are not alone. This is
something that all Christians, in-
cluding myself, struggle with at
some point in time.

1 Cor 3:49. Here Paul asks
the Corinthians why they say he is
from Paul, Apollos or anyone else.
We are "only servants through

Gent 1| %o bSiSE B\
whom you came to believe." Your

belief is in God, not that Paul or

rApoﬁoQ ate cirect Fhis is God's

church and God is responsible for
the direction and growth of His
church. If Paul says that the church
is not based on what he believes
over another, then how can | believe
the churCchhisaa%c}utemg/ beliefs over

another?

1Cor 3:1011. The founda-
tion of our church is built upon Jesus

t's

If it weren't for Christ being the foun\da\

tion of the group, I'm not sure the group \
could have even coexisted. But because 1
Christ was the foundation, even Judas in |

Mark 3:14-15 and 6:1213 was given the

power to cast out demons and heal the

sick. Oh what the church could be capa-

ble of if only we would shift focus from
our differences to Christ.

1 Cor 3:1215. This isn't to say

that what we do and do not believe isn't

important. Paul makes it very clear that
what we build on that foundation is im-

portant, and anything that is not of solid

belief will be torn down and a waste of

time; but verse 15 says that we will sufferl
a loss yet be saved. We must never forgei

that if Christ is the foundation of our

church, then built into that foundation is
His grace. The same grace that covers m?

for the areas in which | might just be
wrong also covers the guy sitting in the
pew next to me

extended to the Jewish nation? Rom
11:2532.

and
church. After all, is that same grace not

1 Cor 3:1617. "Do you not know

that you yourselves are the temple of
God." Notice the plural tense; some
transl ations
are the temple of God.6

renderI
Mat 182 W

says where two or three are gathered in |

Godds
Leviticus 26:11 and Exodus 25:8 was
Goddés dwelling
ites just as our

place among us today. Paul gives us a

Christ and Jesus Christ alone | t 8 s staunch warning in 17 about what hap-

amazing what can happen with
Christ as the foundation. The disci-
ples were self-centered, their mo-
tives seeming to be for position, and
they fought and bickered constantly.

pens when we destroy Gods church.

Cont. on page 12
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Unity, Not Uniformaityzion page

the answers to these questions. He wants our minds to be entangled
in petty arguing over unimportant matters so as to hinder us from
fulfilling our Gospel commission to take the saving message of the
Three Angels to our family, friends and neighbors here in Alvarado
and around the World.

Certainly on matters of belief that are notdo s a | v a*-ieg n
whether the 144,000 is a literal or figurative number--we can and do
have differing thoughts and ideas. However, when it comes to mat-
ters of doctrinal beliefs that ared s a | v g unilormdylis of vital
importance.

How often have you heard or read the statement that
Christ is only waiting for us to surrender our will to Him so He can
develop His Character in us so He can return and take us home?

By Buc Gendke

"Give Yourself t
Gift of Savings

Knowing your shopping
habits can help you save
money! A simple search
online can show you web-

he

OChri st i's waiting with Iolggitelsg/vheteaosh'errpeopléare t he 1

Himself in His church. When the character of Christ shall be perfectly
produced in His people, then He will come to claim them as His (@@L
69.1}

Unity among Godo6s people is¢g
Christ reproduce His character is us. Uniformity on matters that are
not important for salvation may just be issues we allow Satan to
blow out of proportion in order to keep us bickering on the sidelines.
All the while, our family, friends, and neighbors are left without this
great hope that Jesus is coming soon.

I am not trying to answer any of the above questions in the
short article: that would be very presumptuous on my part. My pray-
er is that we first as individuals come to Christ in Bible study and
prayer asking God to sanctify us (John 17: 17) and then as a church
form small groups to study our Bibles and pray for the outpouring of
the Holy Spirit (Latter Rain) on us so we will finish the work God has
given us to do, and go home.

If you would be interested in forming a small group for

- trying to sell gift cards to
different retailers. The gift

cards are discounted several
Fercent to ®ylto emtice buy-of  our
ers into purchasing their gift

cards. So if you know that
you are going to shop at a

particular store, do a search

and see if you can buy a di
counted gift card. If you

S-

own a cash back credit card,

as mentioned in a previous

installment, you can add an

extra percent or so to what
you are already saving.

prayer and Bible Study to ask Gjoc

pouring of the Holy Spirit into your life, please contact me at cferri-
er64@gmail.com

*Sal vati onal is a word | am usin
are important to our salvation.

uildance

omatt el



PAGE 9 C h u rC h H a. :) pe nllrmg;Sby Buc and Lindsey Gendke and Tasha Preisner
Happy New Year!

We need your photos,or we 61 | have to kdep submi

A Amanda and Lindsey

OUR HIGH CALLING
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E;a;e;od, thank you that each of B O dy Of C h rl St

us is a special person with special
gifts and talents. Thank you that |
have gifts that other people need Object lesson: Lie down on a large piece of cardboard so that

and other people have gifts that | you can trace the outline of your body. Then cut cardboard
need. Help us allto worktogether body part pieces int® laosck mptl et Ddodyr ipoas
like a body with many parts. In Obody partsé and notice t haButwhdntheldytishey
Jesus named Amen! together, it is alive and effective. Each one of us, with our different gifts, is a part of

the body of Christ . We need each other and we need to be together in unity if we

are going to be effective in o0being Jesu:

©Carolyn Warvel
www.daniellesplace.com

N A |

Craft; Learn from the Ants

We can learn from the ants and become wise. The ants work together and even work
when they don't have someone telling them what to do or checking up on them.

1. Print out the ant pattern and cut the shapes from black poster board. You will
need two ant shapes per ant. Print out the note pattern and cut them apart.

2. Use one pattern to punch holes in the ant's body where indicated with a very
small hole punch. If you don't have a small hole punch, use a large needle. Put a
white mark over the hole with some chalk so the children can find the hole. Punch holes for
the antenna in the other body pattern.

3. Cut pipe cleaners in half for the legs. You will need two and one half pipe cleaners
per ant.

4. Stick half the pipe cleaners through one hole on the side of the ants body and bring it
under the body to the corresponding hole on the other side of the ants body. Bend
the legs. Do this for the other 2 sets of holes. When all the pipe cleaners are in place
tape them down on the under side of the ant. Use the other half pipe cleaner for the
antennas. Glue the two patterns together so that the pipe cleaners going across the
pattern are on the inside. Don't glue the mouth closed. Tape the note in his mouth.
Glue wiggly eyes on the face.

OUR HIGH CALLING
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pace 11 Pivision In The Church (Continued)

”
The answer for quarrels and
divisions in the church is not to break
up into a bunch of different churches.
It happens time and time again, but it
doesndt s olThesanenyt
problems happen in the next church,
and in the church after that. We must
remember what Paul has been telling
us all along: that the church is not
built upon my beliefs but our belief in
Christ.

1 Cor 3:1823. Paul finishes his letter
reminding us that we are not as smart
as we think we are. If you look at the
prophets and high priests, how many
accounts can you come up with off the
top of your head when they

were wrong? Examples can be found
from Abraham to Moses to Aaron to
Miriam. There is the story of 1 Kings
13 where one prophet deceives anoth-
er prophet, which resulted in the de-
ceived pr opheeiditada d
whole chapter about how he didn't
understand the dreams God had sent
him. What about the whole book of
Jonah? If the men and women chosen
to be the mouthpiece of God could not
maintain an error -free standard, then
how can we place that standard on
our fellow believers or ourselves?
Verses 2023 say, "The Lord knows
the thoughts of the wise are futile. So
no more boasting about men! All
things are yours, whether Paul or
Apollos or Cephas or the world or

life or death or the present or the fu-
turefi all are yours, and you are of
Christ, and Christ is of God.6

As we look at the modern
church of North America we have an

sver growing number of churches and

~
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an almost stagnant growth of membership. Today's churches are not being

built because Godhsywarl ibuiiln meegquse
purc

have gotten too hot under the collar. We wast e Godds res
money finding new buildings and arguing about insignificant matters. The
tacties @f Lucifer are no different then the most cunning of generals: How can

we distract them, divide their troops into a manageable number, and how can ye cut

their supply chainHere we are, riding our pride right into the trap. Christ said
in Matthew 12:25, "Every kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and
every city or household divided against itself will not stand.” 1 Corinthians 3
is relevant to our relationships with each other, the church, the denomination,
and in large part Christianity as a whole. It a reminder that we should all be
working for one goal. For someone who likes to debate it is a personal re-
minder that what | think | know is irrelevant. The only thing | need to know

is that Christ died for me, and the same grace that covers me covers all who
believe.

Puppet Ministry Journeys to the King

On December 10, 2011, the Sev-
enth-street Players Puppet Minis-
try brought us the presentation:
Journey to the Kingayritten and
produced by Jeremy Short, featur-
ing voice talent by Madilyn
&éntiké, Donald Hines, Daniel
Larson, Jarrett Morgan, Nathan
Seery, and Jeremy Short. Puppet-
eers included Madilyn Gendke,
Jennifer Brain, Erin Pillow, Rebec-
ca Andrus, Daniel Larson, Megan Gendke, and Amy James.

Journey to the Kings the birth of Christ told by the wise men from their dis-
covery of the star to their travels to
find the King. Along for the ride are
some servants of King Herod as
they join the wise men in their
search for Christ.

Thank you Terry and David Bayless for
the delicious popcorn and wonderful

puppet ministry. /
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